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On a mission to raise 
awareness of child trafficking, 
Renée Brinkerhoff is aiming  
to compete in her 356 on every 
continent. It hasn’t been easy...

What Renée 
did next...

RENÉE BRINKERHOFF IS a softly 
spoken force of nature. When we 
meet, she’s discussing how her 
Porsche 356 could be modified to 
travel across the Antarctic. By the 
time you read this, she’ll likely be in 
Kenya, chasing Stig Blomqvist across 
the wide-open plains on the tough 
East African Safari Rally, with her 
daughter as a first-time co-driver. 

Incredibly, Renée herself had 
never competed in motor sport until 
2012, at which point she took part in 
the notoriously dangerous Carrera 
Panamericana. On her first day, 
three competitors ahead of her were 
killed, but she finished first in class, 
becoming the only woman to 
achieve a class win on her La Carrera 
Panamericana debut. 

“To get to 14th overall and beat all 
the Mustangs and beat the Corvettes 
and beat the 911s, that was really 
something,” she says.

Renée’s since gone on to take part 
in more La Carreras, but that’s a 
sideshow to her Project 356 World 
Rally Tour – she aims to compete in 
her 356 on all seven continents, to 
help raise awareness of child 
trafficking problems worldwide. 

It began in 2017, on the 30th 
anniversary running of La Carrera 
Panamericana, and has so far 
included a rally in Peru, in which 
hers was the only classic car, in 
Australia – “Tasmania was my least 
favourite rally, way too civilised, way 
too tame, and I was the only woman” 
– and on the Peking to Paris rally.

“Peking to Paris was a total 
disappointment. All I wanted to do 
was go back to Bejing and start 
again. That’s another we’ll have to 
go back to do!” Renée had been 
going well initially, but a mistake 
after a repair in Mongolia had left 
the air filters loose, and the engine 
spent a day sucking in the desert 
dust, wrecking the motor – she lost 
days waiting for a new engine to be 
brought and fitted, and feels she 

LEFT Highs and lows on the 
notoriously dangerous La Carrera 
Panamericana. The 356 lived to 
drive another rally, fortunately.

never got back into the spirit of it all.
Our meeting takes place at Tuthill 

Porsche, where her 356 is being 
rebuilt following the Peking to Paris 
– and prepared for the Safari.  
Tuthill is running 12 cars this year 
(it’s run up to 17 in the past), but all 
except Renée’s 356 are identical-
specification historic 911s.

“I’m really looking forward to the 
Safari now I know my daughter’s 
coming,” says Renée excitedly. “I 
need someone who’s competitive, I 
need someone with the same fire in 
her belly as I have. It will be totally 
different – I’ll be doing it with 
someone who’s never navigated 
before. This is the one!

“So many times I’ve thought 
about having one of my daughters in 
the car, thinking I wouldn’t want 
that risk – but I’m just going to have 
to wait and see how it feels.”

Renée was brought up in Taiwan, 
experiencing the smouldering Sino-
American tensions of the late 1950s, 
and feels that racing was something 
that has brought back the danger 
and excitement of her childhood. 

“The racing was something I had 
to do, not something I wanted to do. 
It was a thing I’d said in my head I 
was always going to do. Why in the 
world would I tell myself that? I 
knew nothing about cars!

“Then I did La Carrera and I got 
bitten by the bug. It changed my life, 
it picked up my life from who I was 
as a child, that dangerous upbringing 
in war-torn areas.

“Being someone doing this at my 
age, I asked what I can do to continue 
after La Carrera – and that’s what 
started Project 356. I said let’s take 
the car on every continent; everyone 
thought I was crazy and not going to 
do it. And now here we are...”

Renée has many more plans for 
her round-the-world rally quest, 
including the Antarctic. You can 
follow her progress via her website 
at www.racevalkyrie.com.


